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English Newsletter, No. 807, 7th June, 2017
Kibbutz Yizreel

Translated by Arnie, edited and typed by Rahel

Excerpts from “B’Yizreel” No. 1797
Ramadan:

We all wish our Moslem friends and workers, and their families, a happy and meaningful festival and fast, followed by a year of peace and plenty.

Maytronics:

Pupils of the Ofakim School at Merchavia visited Maytronics and were taken on a guided tour, organized by Anna Abramowitz and Yaron Shacher. The group was taken to all the places of interest, had refreshments in the cafeteria and received gifts,  

They were also given the opportunity to dismantle some of our robots – very much enjoyed.  Some of them even asked Anna to reserve them places of work in Maytronics when they reach that age.

Thanks to the organizers and those who participated – the children had an enjoyable and interesting time.

Shavuot:
Thanks and congratulations to all those who took part and organized the very enjoyable, colourful and meaningful Chag Shavuot.  The large number of chaverim and guests made their way to the dining room for the festive meal after the ceremony on the rugby field and enjoyed the games, handicrafts, coffee and cake.

At the ceremony on the rugby field stated:

Our agricultural branches have earned NIS 20,000,000 over the last eight years.

Field Crops:  (Yizreel\Kfar HaHoresh) We have successfully grown peas, wheat, vegetables, cotton, sunflowers, humus, sweet corn, watermelons and castor-oil plants. Because of lack of winter rains, the yields were lower in 2016 and 2017.

Dairy:  5,000,000 litres of milk and 150 calves for meat were grown on one of the best dairies in our area, run by three chaverim and five hired workers.

Poultry:  1,200 tons of poultry were prepared for slaughter.  Thanks to Meir Mishali who worked for many years in this branch.

Almonds and Olives:  This branch, Gilboa Almonds, together with Kibbutz Bet Alfa (530 dunams), 1155 dunams of almonds and 150 dunams of olives, with another 120 dunams of almonds soon to be planted. 

Ein Harod Art Gallery:

Not to be missed (and already enjoyed by many chaverim) – EUPHORIA, devoted to the Six Day War.

Bank Savings for our Children: 
It was decided to add NIS 50 to the monthly amount of NIS 100 for each child, for studies after completing school and their IDF period.

"We are the Silver Salver":

At the annual Remembrance Day ceremony for men and women of the Kibbutz Movement killed during Israel's wars, 3067 in all, Nir Meir, Secretary of the Kibbutz Movement said, "It was not a divine miracle which brought victory to Israel in the Six Day War, nor a divine miracle which brought security to our borders, and overpowered our enemies, but the blood of our sons and daughters which brought us victory."
General Meeting:  (18th May, 2017)

· Organizational changes: to devote time and money to improve the kibbutz area, to increase the population, its economy and the physical appearance of the kibbutz.
· Developing the needs of the community with better understanding of the population, and understanding the general strata of our members.

· Services to be of higher quality.

· Three aims of improvement:

1. Establishing the position of Chairperson of the Kibbutz.
2. More chaverim on the Mazkirut.

3. Explaining the positions of those chaverim holding the central positions.

Education:

Decided to maintain the daily programme of pre-school children, from 7.00 – 4.30 and shorten the day's activities to 18.00 for the school children.

"Kumsitz" on the rugby field:

Those families planning one in the picnic area next to the rugby field – please make sure to inform the families living nearby, as the smoke from the fire causes much discomfort.
Pool times:
Sunday to Thursday:  15.30 – 19.00

Friday:  


   9.30 – 12.30
13.30 – 17.30

Saturday: 


 10.00 – 19.00

Yizreel Alon material to Zimra, must be delivered by Wednesday mornings by 10.00; late comers' material will be printed the following week. 

English is Fun   with Rahel

The Nose Knows:

Smell is an amazing and complex function carried out in a tiny chamber, half the size of an egg, situated just behind our nose.  With it, we are able to small thousands of different odours.

A keen sense of smell is accepted as part of the good life – coffee, cheese, wine and gourmet foods would all be lost on us if we lacked our immense range of smell.  However, this faculty wasn't always appreciated.

· The ancient philosopher, Plato, looked down on smell as a lowly instinct that might lead to gluttony and lust, while vision and hearing opened one to generosity and music, and were therefore 'closer to the soul'.

· During the 18th and 19th centuries, it was commonly believed that many diseases were caused by smells.  Odours from corpses, faeces, urine, swamps and Earth fissures were called 'miasmas', and were thought to have the power to kill you. To ward off these smells, people carried  and inhaled garlic, amber, sulphur and incense.  When exposed to miasmic odours, people did not swallow their saliva, but spat it out.  The Viennese physician, Semmelweiss, was ostracized by colleagues when he declared washing ones hands, not breathing antimephitics, would stop most diseases from spreading. 
· According to some sources, the stethoscope was invented not to hear the heartbeat better, but to give doctors some distance from a patient's bodily odours.

…………………more next week
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