5

English Newsletter, No. 815, 4th August, 2017
Kibbutz Yizreel

Translated by Arnie, edited and typed by Rahel

Excerpts from “B’Yizreel” No. 1805
Condolences to Ida Feldman and family, on the passing away of her sister, Helen Sher, in South Africa.

Welcome:  (from the Absorption Committee)

…to the Karat family, Limor, Lior and their children Amitai, Noya, Yiftach and Ofra. We all wish them a pleasant and successful period of absorption on Yizreel.

They live in the apartment above Channa Levine, and their host family is Rochele and Arnon Matalon.

Local Accident:

Bernice Kaplan had the unpleasant experience of overturning her golf cart, and was assisted by many chaverim who extricated her from the vehicle, attended to her, and took her to hospital.  She is fully recovered and thanks all the medical and personal support given her.
Cleaning Service:  (from Oscar Groisman)
Chaverim and branches interested in this service – contact Oscar between the hours of 8.00 – 12.00 and only by SMS between16.00 – 20.00.

Breakfast at Neomi's:

Breakfast can be enjoyed, a birthday celebration, a 'branch' meeting place, various get-togethers, or simply a pleasant time over coffee, cake and other refreshments.

Breakfast from 9.30 – 11.00 includes eggs to order, two salads, cheeses, olives rolls, hot and cold drinks and fruit.  
Cost:  NIS 45.00

N.B. Order places in advance, several days previously.

"Hatzav" Barmitzva Celebration:

The various family and official greetings have been published in "B'Yizreel" dated 28th July, 2017.

Economic Council:  (17th July, 2017)

First quarter 2017 – summing up:

Maytronics: 9% income in excess of the same period in 2016.  Increase in sales and development of new projects.

Agriculture: Weak winter rainfall, but distribution had good results.  The first replacement of asbestos water pipes carried out.

Dairy:  Good results and hoping they will continue.

Poultry:  Average results for the first flocks; an improvement is seen in the development of this branch.

Field Crops:  A good quarter, showing promise for the year.
Gilboa Almonds:  An improvement shown in this quarter.

Olives:  A larger yield than last year is expected.
Ma'agan Eden:  The first quarter shows an improvement over last year: room occupation is higher.
Garage:  An improvement on last year.

Community News:

· The metalwork section is repairing the Tamuz building.

· Kobi Levi now works part time in Maytronics, taking charge of the enlarging of the buildings.

· Lighting of paths in the 'parents' area: Needed an increase in the budget of NIS 200,000 to NIS 420,000.  The water supply needs renovating.
Planning Committee:  (from Monica)
· Maytronics changes and plans, parking areas etc.

· The new Kerem Navot.

· Living quarters: being planned in the north of the present housing area:  placement, paths, open areas etc.

· Possible moving of the rugby field in the future.

· Suitable housing for the 'golden ages'.

· Suitable housing for the Young Generation.

· Temporary housing for families whose houses are being repaired/renovated.

· Also under discussion: the kolbo, clinic, offices, kitchen and dining room, public gardens etc.

A lecture on Friday, 4th August, in the moadon at 20.30  with Yossi Od
"Bees – the Strength of Life" 
"What do the bees want to tell us concerning their disappearance?"

"A Walk with Lanterns" on Saturday night 19th August, for adults only, leaving at 19.30 – to the Kalat Nimrod Fortress and then a Kumsitz.

List names on the board.

We remember….

In the month of Av we remember…

Michael Shani



Ilana's husband, Avi's father

17.7.15

Yitzchak Weiss



Tuvia's son




30.7.57

Minnie Skolnick



Benjy's wife



21.7.13

Yaakov Haviv



Elit and Shimri' s father


30/7/96

Mordechai Sloman


Tollie's father



  6/8/69

Ofra Ronen



Zamir's wife



  7/8/80

Julius Silbowitz



Dudi's father



 14/8/82
English is Fun   -   with Rahel

Salt Miscellany:

· Only five percent of the salt we mine goes into food.  The remainder goes into the making of chemicals.

· It takes four gallons of seawater to make a pound of salt.
· Salt is often found with oil and is often used by oil companies as an indicator of where to drill.

· For centuries salt was served in a bowl, not a shaker.  It couldn't be shaken since it absorbs water and sticks together.  The Morton Salt Co. changed that in 1910 by covering every grain with chemicals that keep water out – thus its' famous slogan, "When it rains, it pours."

· The water in our bodies (we are 70% water) has the same saltiness as the seas from which we evolved.  The amniotic fluid surrounding fetuses in the womb, is essentially salt water.

Salt Superstitions:

· In Scandinavia, knocking over salt is considered bad luck, if the salt gets wet.

· In some cultures people believe that since salt corrodes, it destroys evil.  As protection they wear a sachet of salt around their necks, and sprinkle it on brooms before sweeping their homes.

· Hebrews, Greeks and Romans all salted their sacrifices.

· Bedouins won't attack a man if they have eaten his salt
Who'd love a platypus?

He looks suspiciously like a beaver in a duck costume, or vice versa.  He has a name that sounds like he's friends with Socrates  or Aesop.  His real name is Ornithorhynshus anatinus.

· He spends up to 12 hours daily in water as cold as 0 degrees.

· He has one of the most waterproof coats in the world.

· The female platypus lays eggs and suckles her babies.
· The female poohs and reproduces out of the same orifice.

· He has a spur on his foot that is venomous enough to kill a dog.

· When first sightings of the platypus were reported back in Europe, they were positive it was a hoax.

· He growls like a puppy when in danger.

· The platypus is found only in Eastern Australia, especially in Tasmania.

……………more next week
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