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	KIBBUTZ YIZRE’EL MOURNS THE PASSING OF ITS DEAR MEMBER
CLAIRE KORNER
OUR CONDOLENCES TO THE DAUGHTERS
AND THE WHOLE FAMILY



HEARTFELT  THANKS for the warm and loving reception I and my daughters  received in the three months that we spent on Yizre’el. There is no comparison to spending isolation in cold grey London to spending it here with family and friends. Hoping to see you good people again soon.
Sigal (Kaplan), Annabelle and Sienna 

	GREETINGS AND THANKS
 FOR THE NEWLY RENOVATED LIBRARY.
It was a pleasure to come to the airy open-spaced library.
Many thanks to Reut Levin and Shani Bauer, who orchestrated the change and    
To Barry Feldman for the benches and to all those who toiled in making the library such a pleasant place.                              Neomi Amit                          



MAZKIRUT MEETING     12/4/2021
1. Information and miscellaneous items
· “Vetek Banim”  -  Nitza Halevi asked to come to the meeting and read a document relating to thoughts and insights after the ballot vote on “vetek banim” and the procedure before the ballot.
· Hosting during the festivals: For over a year a large section of the members have not attended the celebrations of festivals because of the limitations set by the Corona Committee which do not include their sons and daughters over the age of 30. Noga Harpaz and David Mittelberg requested that the Corona Committee look into this matter in regard to the coming festivals. Yifat and Erez maintained that the Corona period is not over but the committee would take up this problem. Nitzan mentioned that there are members who are not following the regulations and that makes it much harder for those who do.
2. Update on the status of our goals
· Method of budgeting the Food Branch: Nachem reported that the Chevra Committee is working on it. The program that was put forward 8 years ago will be the basis for the coming discussion. The public will be provided with information and we will learn from other kibbutzim.
· Inheritance: This is the next subject to be dealt with by the Chevra Committee after the completion of the Food Branch budgeting.
· Klita: Uri Gilad explained that they have done a mapping of apartments for the next few years. Families to be absorbed are being vetted but there will not be any Klita in 2021. An objection has arisen to the proposal of taking in new families at this time. Yifat commented that although we have a demographic need to take in new families we will not do so if there is a wide objection. David Mittelberg suggested taking in young groups but we do not have the housing for this either.
· Culture: We are about to decide on the new Head of the Culture Committee and to form a new committee.
· Work Efficiency and Earning a Living; Racheli has finalized the data. There is a very high percent of workers. There is a difference between workers and breadwinners. The percentage of breadwinners is high – 32%.  3% of the population are working pensioners. This is a good picture and we will continue to work and improve it. It is hard to be exact because the costing in the branches is not complete, days off, sick days etc. Some work cannot be valued on a monetary scale. As long as we can afford it then that’s our privilege.
· Renovation of the kitchen, dining room and KolBo: Plans have been made but until a decision is made about the future of the Food Branch we will have to put the plans on hold.
· Regulations for Services: The committee is working on it and will come out with proposals soon.
· The “Rondo” is almost complete and soon we will be able to begin the demolition of the “cottages” and start building. The criteria for the use of public buildings is being prepared and will be publicized when completed.
3. Setting the Goals for Building New Apartments: We are at a bottleneck – by the end of 2021, 21 families will be eligible to move into permanent housing. By the end of 2022 – 26 families and by the end of 2023 – 30 families. So we need to build without stopping, 30 apartments in the southern neighborhood in the next 5 years. There is room in this neighborhood for 120 apartments. We may need to find a contractor that can build 30 apartments in one go as has been done in other kibbutzim. We will need to open extra management to cope with this and to cope with the personal demands and requests made on apartments, a factor that causes great delays in building. Plans are now being finalized for apartments of 120 sqm and as soon as they are ready a meeting will be held with the potential residents and then approval from the General Meeting.
The Mazkirut instructs the Building Branch to plan for 30 apartments on principle .

MAZKIRUT MEETING   19/4/2021
1. Invitation to the Bar Mitzva Group “Tut” to attend.
This meeting was held with the Bar Mitzva Group “Tut” and their youth leaders. Yifat explained the role of the Mazkirut, each member introduced himself and explained his role in the Mazkirut .  Yifat introduced  the next big subject to be discussed – that of privatization - . the difference between a collective budget and a private budget and how matters would be if the Food Branch was privatized. The youngsters asked questions, gave their opinions and made suggestions. 
2. A Singles Budget that becomes a Couples Budget: This is a continuation of a discussion from the last meeting. When decisions are made, they will be publicized. 
3. The Establishment of Human resources Management. 
The Mazkirut gives a greenlight to the establishment of the management which will define its regulations, its responsibilities and its authority and will present this to the Mazkirut and then to the General Meeting for approval.

FROM THE HUMAN RESOURCES DESK
1. Head of the Cultural and Festival Committee: Eran Skolnik has completed two terms as the head of the Cultural Committee. We thank him for his service and wish him success in his future endeavors. We recommend that Tal Darom be accepted as the Head of the Cultural and Festival  Committee. This nomination will be brought to the General Meeting.
2. Chairperson of the Mazkirut: Two candidates have been nominated –
 Hila Alterlevi  and Uri Gilad. These two candidates will be presented to the General Meeting and will be voted on.
THE SWIMMING POOL will be open on Shabbat only until a permanent life guard is found. (round about mid May). If other opportunities arise they will be announced in the Kehilanet.
FROM THE HEAD OF THE COMMUNITY DESK
· The Services Committee together with the heads of the service branches is preparing a brochure of services on the kibbutz. At the last meeting they updated the charges for use of public areas.
	 CHARGES FOR THE USE OF PUBLIC AREAS
The areas: the Moadon, The Founders Hut, The Exercise Room, The Sports fields, and The Pub.
Definitions of Activities: 
· A Social Event: A member is the host. No payment is involved. No business is transacted. A seeming extension of the home lounge room (e.g. a meeting of friends, a family meeting)
· A Business Event – an event where the participant pay the person providing the activity. (a class, a paid lecture)
· Associations linked to the kibbutz  - Maytronics, Tamuz, Agriculture
Charges for use: 
+ Kibbutz members for themselves or their children, or their parents:
No charge
+ Social Event; no charge
+ One-time Business Event; 150 shekel for the first 2 hours, 50 shekel for 
                                               each additional hour 
+ Regular Business Events: (every week / every month) 40 shekel an hour 
                                                   + VAT
+ Rugby Field: 200 shekel for the first hour,100 shekel for every additional hour.
+ Small fields/courts 75 shekel an hour.
+ Associations linked to the kibbutz;150 shekel for the first two hours,50 shekel for every additional hour, not more than 500 shekel for a full day.
· In all cases the refreshments are the responsibility of the body ordering the event.
                                                     Update April 2021
  



· Flying Insects: Flies – With the warmer weather come the flies. The dairy is doing its part to control the reproduction of flies, we should collect fruit that has fallen off trees, collect animal droppings and keep the place clean.
Mosquitoes also multiply in the warmer weather where there are pools of standing water. These should be dried or emptied out. The dairy, and the Building Branch which is in charge of  pest control, are doing their best. We need to cooperate and be patient. 
· The Vehicle Branch : An operational model for the Vehicle Branch was supposed to be completed in the first quarter of this year but certain factors have caused a delay. In the meantime, data has been collected and information assembled in regard to the type of cars that suit our needs, the addition of electric cars, the service to be given by the branch.
· Workshops for Heads of Branches: the seminar of 5 workshops has been completed with great success. The heads of branches were very cooperative, and skills and tools in management were acquired. Many thanks to Racheli on the organization of the seminar.
· Neta and Yotam: Neta Broadhurst has completed her term as Head of the Small Businesses Committee and Yotam Assaf has finished his term as Head of the Gardening Branch. We thank them both for their contribution.
· 2000 Best Wishes to the team that produces the monthly newsletter. Two thousand editions that record the daily life and activities of the kibbutz. 
· Independence Day Celebrations : At long last we were able to assemble and celebrate together. The program was well prepared and very enjoyable. We thank those who were involved in making this festival such a success.
         Erez  - “My door is always open to everyone.”
RESERVE DUTY
We are proud of 1651 people in the Gilboa Region who do reserve duty. The IDF has decided to show their appreciation of those doing reserve duty by announcing a Month of Esteem for these people who contribute to the security of the State. As part of this month of recognition 250 people doing reserve duty in the whole country were chosen for their excellence. Two of them are from Kibbutz Yizre’el – Command Sergeant Major Shai Hadar and Major Yishai Levi.           Kol Hakavod !!!!!  

English is Fun  -  with Rahel

Now that I'm older…
•       When I was a kid I wanted to be older…this is not what I   expected.
•       Life is like a helicopter.  I don't know how to operate a helicopter.
•       It's probably my age that tricks people into thinking I'm an adult.
•       I see people about my age mountain climbing.  I feel good getting my leg through my underwear without losing my balance.
•       I'm at that age where my mind still thinks I'm 29, my humour suggests I'm 12, while my body mostly keeps asking if I'm sure I'm not dead yet.
•       You don't realize how old you are until you sit on the floor and then try to get back up.
•       We all get heavier as we get older, because there is a lot more information in our heads.  That's my story and I'm sticking to it.

Coronacoaster:  noun: the ups and downs of a pandemic.
One day you're loving your bubble, doing work outs, baking banana bread and going for long walks and the next you're crying, drinking
gin for breakfast and missing people you don't even like.

If 2020 was a math word problem:  if you're going down a river at 2 mph, and your canoe loses a wheel, how much pancake mix would you need to re-shingle your roof?

Never sing in the shower!  Singing leads to dancing, dancing leads to slipping, and slipping leads to paramedics seeing you naked.  So remember…. Don't sing!

So, if a cow doesn't produce milk, is it a milk dud or an udder failure?
Facts you weren't even sure you wanted to know…
It isn't a "big band" unless it has 14 different instruments.
Black sheep have a better sense of smell than white sheep.
Folk wisdom:  More babies are conceived in December than in any other month.
On average, your left hand does 56% of your typing.
On average night, it takes an average person seven minutes to fall asleep.
The English sparrow isn't a sparrow, and it comes from Africa not England.
Average speed of a golf ball in flight during the PGA tour:  160 mph.
Even if baboons wanted to, they couldn't play baseball.  (They can't throw overhand.)

                                        ……………more next week
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