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English Newsletter, No. 700, 10th December, 2014
Kibbutz Yizreel

Translated by Arnie, edited and typed by Rahel

Excerpts from “B’Yizreel” No. 1670
	KIBBUTZ YIZREEL MOURNS THE PASSING AWAY OF OUR CHAVER

ARIEL (TZUFI) WEINBAUM

a chaver of Garin Galil, settling on the Kibbutz in 1956

Our deepest sympathy to Dina, Gadi, Rami, Ravit and families




Number 700:  (from Arnie)
You may have noticed the fact that this is the Newsletter's 700 edition, published regularly every week for the past 14 years; requested by Milton Kaplan then Head of Community Services. 

I have translated sections of the Kibbutz Alon and typing and editing carried out, almost without fail every week by Rahel Piekarski, with Fay Drezner and Jo Feldman standing in for this task when required; no easy task making sense of my scrawl….

This work has been undertaken in the spare time of all of the above, and the printing and collating carried out in the Technical Office of the Mazkirut over the years by Chedva Shaharabani, Pnina Havshush, Yifat Segal, Jenny Zelas and others.
The four or five printed pages have spotlighted the goings-on on our very active kibbutz; general meetings, Mazkirut meetings, committees, cultural and educational decisions, Regional Council, agricultural and industrial information, as well as births, bar/bat-mitzvahs, weddings and deaths; including rainfall, general news and views, transport, sports and more…and of course, the end pages presented by Rahel Piekarski, "English is Fun" which for most of us, are the first pages read every week.

Some 45/50 copies are distributed weekly by Ruth Mor to our chaverim on Yizreel, and copies are sent by e-mail to the kibbutz, Israel and different countries abroad.  The Newsletter is also printed on our kibbutz site and read world-wide.

Is this really necessary?  

· Copies go out to those for whom Hebrew is one of life's great mysteries – new olim, ex-Anglo Saxons, and parents for whom the holy tongue is not always clear and comprehensible.

· Those who find the Newsletter an aid to become more acquainted with English.

· For many abroad (and in Israel) who have spent short or long periods on Yizreel and want to keep track on what is happening on the kibbutz.

The overall cost, paper and ink, is some NIS 2,500 per annum, not including the time taken every week by the Technical Office to print the back-to-back pages, certainly a worthwhile and deserving assistance to our English-speaking parents and groups, and those not capable of wading through sometimes very complicated and lengthy information in Hebrew.

Mazal tov:

… to Alon Matalon who has joined the Israel Defense Force.

Welcome Home:

… to Sahar Matalon returning from his trip to the Far East.

Thanks:

Chana, Ela, Nachem, Shani and families thank the clinic staff, Reuven and the Care Home  (Bayit B'Giva) for the care given to the late Aubrey Levine and to the many chaverim who gave support during his illness and when he passed away.

 Reminders:
· At the end of this month, debts of those born on the kibbutz, not living on Yizreel, will be transferred to the accounts of their parents.  Those over the age of 29, not living on the kibbutz, will have their accounts closed.

· Marnina reminds us that the sewing department run by her and Yaffa, undertakes repairs, lengthening and shortening of trousers, replacing broken zips etc.  Please contact by phone:  Yaffa 5076 and Marnina 3004.

Mazkirut Meeting:  (from Yair, 26th November, 2014)

· Yair reported that discussion regarding the work programme of the Mazkirut will take place on Tuesday, 23rd December with Smadar Shavit of Kibbutz Na'an.

· Security:  Details of our present security measures were given by Alon Reuveni, regarding weapons, guard duties etc.  The Security Committee will shortly publish the up-to-date security management of the kibbutz.

· Music School, with Stas, Nitza and Arik Dvir (Business Management).  Our Regional Council does not support the School financially.  The Mazkirut agreed to a loan, supported by Kobi and Irit.  Suggestion: to change the School's financial system to an independent organization. 
Combined Meeting:  (Mazkirut, Yizreel Holdings Management, Planning Committee, Yizreel Lands Committee)
Wednesday, 10th December at 16.30.

· Study of decisions made by the Israeli Lands Authority together with Eli Chalutzi, Acturary of the Authority.

Gardening Branch;  (from Oded)

The branch deals with the following:

· Spraying of weeks around the kibbutz and the cemetery, especially in the months of Autumn/Winter.

· General gardening in the cemetery.
· Lawns:  irrigation mowing, fertilizing and spraying.

· Public gardens:  irrigation, pruning, weeding, cutting edges, general cleaning and organizing.

· Paths:  pruning branches which interfere with pedestrian paths.

· Garbage disposal: every two weeks, cartons, garden cuttings for compost, removing garbage from the small bins around the kibbutz.

· Trees:  pruning dangerous branches, pruning to encourage healthy growth, removing dangerous trees with assistance of an authorize pruner.

· Planting, adding and improving suitable plants in public gardens, establishing new gardens, planting after building renovations, laying irrigation systems where needed.

Services: phone 8275 for assistance/service required.

· Help on removing large piles of cuttings and weeds.

· Spraying against weeds in and around your home.

· Pruning bushes/trees.

· Compost can be brought to your home and also can be taken from the pile behind the gardening shed.

· Repairing irrigation leaks.

· Borrowing tools – not motorized.

· Wood for burning – there is a huge pile available behind the gardening shed, for home use.  (Please contact before taking…)

Private requests for assistance:

· With payment – planting lawn, irrigation system, mulching with 'tuff', paths etc.  Quotes given.
· Maintenance – hedge trimming, general care including maintenance every few weeks or months, with a fixed payment.

Assistance for 'Golden Ages' – either by regular visits with regular payment (as above) or help every few months, done by the gardeners without payment.

For all questions, advice, problems – don't hesitate to contact the Gardening Branch.  There are also high school pupils who are available for various jobs.

Information and requests: phone 8275 or Oded 5049

A Call to the Community:

We are invited to join the "at the ready" groups on Israel's settlements, because of the present security situation.

The plan is for such groups to be set up in every neighbourhood, to act and re-act immediately in times of need and patrolling areas to create a feeling of security in the Community.

Those willing and/or are prepared to participate should contact Brent Abramowitz, in charge of security:  
phone 052 3756038 or by email:  bitachonyizrael@gmail.com
Winter Energy:  (from Jeremy)

December – February

Weekdays (Sunday – Thursday)
Peak hours  

16.00 – 22.00






'high' 


06.00 – 08.00






'low' 


remaining hours

Shabbat and Festival Eve


'high'


16.00 – 20.00







'low'


remaining hours

Cost: Peak  (kilowatt per hour)

NIS 1.19 (before VAT)


High

"


NIS 0.7


Low

"


NIS 0.41

Note: Peak costs are three times the cost of 'low'.

The cheapest heating is air conditioning at 22 – 23 degrees.

Thereafter, oil radiators – No. 1 and the thermostat in the middle; ceiling fans – change the direction of the fan, so that the air is forced up.  By doing so, the warm air next to the ceiling is forced down along the walls.  Check that windows and doors are closed properly.

"Kehila-Net" New Kibbutz Site:  (from Tzeela)
· Enter on your computer www.yizrael.org.il
· See the new icon on the screen, to join dial 1,2,3 4 and you will immediately receive a new code.

What do you get?

1. A site to book places for the dining room for erev Shabbat.

2. The week's menu.

3. Order your car.

4. The events of the week.

5. Various branches – opening hours.

6. Latest announcements.

7. Photographs.

8. Telephone numbers.

9. Mobile numbers and emails.

The more chaverim who enter the site, the more relevant it is to us all.

HANNUKA  2014

Monday, 15th December:  
Workshop – making torches, 






decorating the dining room

16.30

Tuesday, 16th December:  
Torchlight run



18.30

(erev chag)



Lighting beacons



18.50





        
Festive meal




19.00

Wednesday, 17th December:
"Legoland" in the dining room


 2nd candle


Thursday, 18th December:
Hannuka Concert -  Music School 
18.00


3rd candle

Friday, 19th December:

Kabalat Shabbat



19.00

4th candle



"Shnitzel Borscht"



20.00

Saturday, 20th December:
Children's disco



17.00
5th candle



Candlelight walk to the upper dam
19.00






Music, balloons, campfire, 'hot dogs'






next to Chaz' Wall


Sunday, 21st December:

Children's movie



17.00

6th candle



Latkes in the dining room

Monday, 22nd December:
Olive Festival, play


18.00

7th candle



Slide show about olives


21.00

Tuesday, 23rd December:
"Snuka Dinur" stories in the pub
21.00


8th candle



beer and homemade chips

Every day of the chag – the lighting of the Hannukia

Exhibition of Hannukiot in the lobby – competition – THE BEST HANNUKIA

The Festival Committee:  Beutler, Mavis, Meir M., Idit, Roi M., Yarden, Miriam, Ofir G., Eyal T., Shlomit F., Nicole, Judy P., Irit M.
English is Fun   -  with Rahel

While walking down the street one day, a Member of Parliament is tragically hit by a car and dies.  His soul arrives in Heaven and is met by St. Peter at the entrance.  "Welcome to Heaven" says St. Peter, "before you settle in, there is a problem.  We seldom see a high official around these parts, you see, so we're not sure what to do with you."

"No problem, just let me in," says the man.

"Well, I'd like to, but I have orders from higher up.  What we'll do is have you spend one day in Hell and one in Heaven.  Then you can choose where to spend eternity."

"Really, I've made up my mind, I want to be in Heaven," says the MP.

"I'm sorry, but we have our rules."  And with that St. Peter escorts him down to the elevator and he goes down, down to Hell.  The doors open and he finds himself in the middle of a green golf course.  In the distance is a clubhouse and standing in front of it are all his friends and other politicians who had worked with him.

Everyone is very happy and in evening dress.  They run to greet him, shake his hand, and reminisce about the good times they had while getting rich at the expense of the people.  They play a friendly game of golf and then dine on steak, caviar and champagne.

Also present is the devil, who really is a very friendly and nice guy, who has a good time dancing and telling jokes.  They are having such a good time that before he realizes it, it is time to go.  Everyone gives him a hearty farewell and waves while the elevator rises….

The elevator goes up, up, up and the door reopens on Heaven where St. Peter is waiting for him.

"Now it's time to visit Heaven."

So, 24 hours pass with the MP joining a group of contented souls moving from cloud to cloud, playing the harp and singing.  They have a good time and, before he realizes it, the 24 hours have gone by, and St. Peter returns.

"Well, you've spent a day in Hell and another in Heaven.  Now choose your eternity."  

The MP reflects for a minute, then he answers, "Well, I would never have said it before, I mean Heaven has been delightful, but I think I would be better off in hell."  St Peter escorts him to the elevator, and he goes down, down, down to hell.

Now the doors of the elevator open and he is in the midst of a barren land covered with waste and garbage.  He sees all his friends dressed in rags, picking up the trash and putting it into black bags as more trash falls from above.  The devil comes over to him and puts his arm around his shoulder.  "I don't understand," stammers the MP.

"Yesterday I was here and there was a golf course and clubhouse, and we ate steak and caviar, drank champagne and danced had a great time.  Now there's just a wasteland full of garbage and my friends look miserable.  What happened?"

The devil looks at him, smiles, and says, 

"Yesterday we were campaigning…. Today you voted."

Watching Sky News recently, they had a  programme relating to "Billy the Pigeon" who was decorated for his efforts during WWII.  This led me to Google the name to find the following startling facts.  "Thirty two of the birds received the PDSA Dickin Medal for their life-saving action in conflict."

The following is one of their number and includes his citations:

Name:  White Vision

Pigeon – SURP.41.l. 3089 

Date of award:  2nd December, 1943.

Citation reads:  "For delivering a message under exceptionally difficult conditions and so contributing to the rescue of an Air Crew, while serving with the RAF on October, 1943."







………………more next week
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